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It might not feel as badly needed as it does now. 
You enjoy your work; it’s interesting to you, and 
you’re well trained for it. You work as much as you 
are able and no more than needed, and you would 
control your own labor and see it going to good 
use. It’s not just a job to pay the bills.

Speaking of bills: you don’t really have them 
anymore. You have no debt. You don’t need health 
insurance. You don’t pay a mortgage or have a 
landlord, because comfortable housing is a human 
right. Your retirement is publicly funded. Food, 
education, energy, medicine, and transportation 
aren’t for-profit businesses; they are common 
goods and utilities.

OK, enough about bills. What do you do on your 
day off? Maybe in the morning, you walk your 
kids to school, run errands, or go to a doctor’s 
appointment. In the afternoon, you might play a 
sport, practice a new skill, read, plan a trip. In the 
evening, you could meet up with friends or family 
and eat together, maybe go to the movies or down 
to the park.

These are all familiar, everyday activities. A  
socialist day off could be like any good day now. 
But what if you were free to spend your time how 
you like without worrying about cost or dreading 
going back to work? What if you didn’t have to 
think about paying rent or loans at the end of  
the month, or saving for college, or affording  
groceries? What would that be like?

It’s been said that it’s easier to imagine the end  
of the world than it is to imagine the end of  
capitalism. But just because it isn’t easy to  
imagine now doesn’t mean we shouldn’t try  
to make it happen. 

Workers deserve more.

IMAGINE TAKING A DAY OFF FROM WORK 
IN A FUTURE WITHOUT CAPITALISM.
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The world is in chaos, but for the bosses, it’s all 
going according to plan. We can see their plan in 
the countless heartbreaking images coming out  
of war zones like Beirut, Gaza, and Tehran. We 
can hear it in the rumble of bulldozers making 
way to build detention camps and data centers. 
We can feel it in the air as the summer heat  
becomes unbearable, and in the pits of our  
stomachs when faced with the price of gas and 
rent. We’re promised magical technology with 
AI, but in reality, the bosses lay us off and track 
our every move. The billionaire class is dividing 
workers against each other, and it’s making us 
desperate and miserable. 

The political and economic system under  
which we live is built on private ownership and 
profit at all costs. As capitalism fails to solve 
problems of its own making, it turns to right-wing  
authoritarianism. Big business makes deals  
with the government to line their pockets, and 
politicians stoke hatred between working people. 
Instead of offering real solutions to unemploy-
ment and the cost of living, they attack immi-
grants, communities of color, and trans people. 
Rather than fixing our broken healthcare system, 
they push snake oil and circulate conspiracy  
theories. The Republicans are in on it, the  
Democratic Party is asleep at the wheel, and  
both are funded by the same criminal class of 
billionaires and war profiteers.  

HOW DID WE WIND UP HERE?
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If we lived in a classless society and governed 
ourselves, we could freely build a world without 
war or poverty. We could build a world where no 
one suffers for their race, gender, or religion, and 
everyone is free, equal, and cared for. Building 
this world is the guiding star of our movement. 
When we labor for our common good instead  
of private profit, we can all have a secure and 
dignified life, and use our time and talents  
how we wish. 

To achieve this future, our class must organize. 
The Democratic Socialists of America is building 
a party whose goal is a democratic society of the 
working class. Our enemies are not just individual 
bosses, but the entire global system of capital; 
not just this or that cop, judge, or president,  
but the entire anti-democratic structure of our 
society. We are workers fighting to transform 
society: to win the battle for democracy, draft  
a new constitution, and create a democratic  
socialist republic.

DSA has written this program for ending  
capitalist oligarchy and creating a real  
democracy. Some of these demands may be won 
under our current system, but we know complete  
victory will require building a new society from 
the ground up. We push these demands to their 
furthest extent today, so we can fight for their 
fullest realization in a socialist future. Join us. 

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS 
KNOW THAT NO ONE  
HAS TO LIVE LIKE THIS.
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Thriving 
Working-Class 
Communities
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FINISH  
RECONSTRUCTION
End the legacies of slavery  
and colonialism. Reinforce  
anti-discrimination laws.  
Honor all treaties and tribal 
sovereignty. Enact reparations 
and massively invest in good 
jobs, quality housing and  
infrastructure in neglected  
minority communities.

HOUSING FOR ALL
Housing is a human right. 
Build new, publicly-owned 
social housing, strictly regulate 
investment properties, estab-
lish universal rent control, and 
guarantee right to counsel for 
all tenants.

HEALTHCARE FOR ALL
Guarantee universal healthcare 
at no cost to individuals, includ-
ing complete access to repro-
ductive and gender-affirming 
care. Expand healthcare access 
and quality by investing in new 
public hospitals and clinics. 
Make all medical education and 
training public and free.

FREEDOM TO FLOURISH
Expand public resources to 
support recreation, learning, 
and social spaces accessible to 
all. Establish paid family leave 
for all workers, a 32 hour work 
week with full pay and benefits, 
and a living minimum wage. 
Provide free, quality public  
education from pre-K to college 
and cancel all student debt.
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FEMINISM FOR ALL
Socialist feminism fights  
for queer liberation and the  
freedoms of all working class 
women. Stop gender violence 
and end policies that oppress 
bodily autonomy and intimate 
life, including patriarchal  
restrictions on abortion,  
childbirth and childraising,  
gender expression and  
transition, marriage, and  
divorce. Ban sex discrimination 
and ensure fair compensation 
and support for all forms of 
labor, including care work.

GREEN NEW DEAL
Workers must lead our  
democratic transition to a  
green future. Pass a federal  
jobs guarantee. Implement  
massive investment in sustain-
able, publicly owned energy  
and transit infrastructure. 
Phase out the use of fossil fuels. 
Reclaim and repair our earth’s 
resources for all.

END MASS INCARCERATION  
AND POLICE IMMUNITY
Demilitarize police departments, disempower  
police unions, and redirect funding to public  
services as steps towards fully abolishing the 
police and prison system which protects the rich 
and jails the poor. Treat drug addiction and mental 
illness as health issues, not crimes. End qualified 
immunity and empower civilian oversight bodies 
with real authority over the police.



Working-Class 
Foreign Policy
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END BLOCKADES,  
EMBARGOES, AND 
SANCTIONS
People around the world  
deserve to live their lives  
without U.S. interference.  
End economic warfare against 
countries whose governments 
act independently of the  
United States, such as Cuba, 
Venezuela, and Iran.

FREE PALESTINE
Recognize the rights of the 
Palestinian people, including 
the right of return, the right to 
resist military occupation, and 
the right to self determination in 
a free Palestine with Jerusalem 
as its capital. End all military 
and economic aid to Israel. 
Prosecute U.S. and Israeli  
leaders responsible for the 
genocide in Gaza.

END THE U.S. WAR  
MACHINE
Defund the Department of  
War. End all foreign wars  
and close overseas military 
bases. Support and fully  
employ veterans. End immunity 
for U.S. war criminals and  
support the International  
Criminal Court’s mandate to 
prosecute war crimes.

ABOLISH ICE 
End ICE detention and  
deportations and punish  
federal agents’ brutality.  
Legalize migration, grant  
amnesty for all immigrants  
regardless of status, provide  
a path to citizenship for all  
permanent residents, and end 
visa caps and quotas.



Working-Class 
Democracy
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A DEMOCRATIC  
CONGRESS
Replace the two-party system 
with a multi-party democracy. 
Expand the House of Represen-
tatives, implement proportion-
al representation and ranked 
choice voting in all elections, 
and abolish the Senate.

A REAL DEMOCRACY
For the working class to govern, 
we need a new political system. 
End political corruption and 
legalized bribery: get rid of  
lobbyists, dark money, and  
Citizens United, and publicly  
finance all elections. Abolish 
the Electoral College. Replace 
the President and Supreme 
Court with an executive and 
judiciary chosen by and  
subordinate to Congress.

DEMOCRACY FOR ALL 
Extend full voting rights to all 
permanent U.S. residents and 
restore the right to vote for 
incarcerated people and people 
with criminal convictions.  
Establish statehood for  
Washington D.C. and recognize 
the right to self-determination 
for all U.S. territories and  
colonies. Expand and protect 
voting rights and end voter 
suppression.
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DEMOCRACY  
AT WORK
Empower workers to come 
together and fight the boss. 
Protect, expand, and enforce 
the rights of all workers to  
form, join, and strike with their 
unions, regardless of industry. 
Support union members who 
organize reform caucuses,  
democratize their unions, and 
take political action.

ECONOMIC  
DEMOCRACY
Establish public ownership of 
the largest corporations and 
essential industries to ensure 
democratic control and  
accountability to the people. 
Enact aggressive wealth taxes 
on the richest individuals and 
corporations to spend on public 
goods and infrastructure.
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Our program was drafted between the months of April and June 
2026 by a committee of DSA members, elected through a process 
established by DSA’s 2025 National Convention. The program 
committee included members of DSA’s National Political Committee 
(NPC), leaders of national committees, and rank and file members, 
representing the political breadth of our big tent organization. We 
met most weeks to write, discuss, debate, structure, and edit until 
we submitted our draft to the NPC to amend, finalize and approve. 
The website, artwork, print layout, and communications for Workers 
Deserve More were 100% made and designed by us and other DSA 
members from all over the country.

We couldn’t be more thrilled to see our collective human labors, 
born of our comradeship and commitment to our movement and our 
political home, the Democratic Socialists of America, go out into the 
world. Solidarity!

Authors’ Note



VIEW AND SHARE ONLINE
program.dsausa.org

JOIN DSA! 
dsausa.org/join


